Effect of normorphine and enkephalin on spontaneous potentials in the vas deferens.
Spontaneous excitatory junction potentials were recorded intracellularly from the smooth muscle of the mouse vas deferens. Exposure of the vas deferens to either normorphine (1 muM) or methionine-enkephalin (0.5 muM) did not alter the frequency or amplitude distribution of the spontaneous potentials. The possible mechanisms by which the narcotic agonists depress the release of noradrenaline on nerve stimulation without inhibiting the spontaneous release of noradrenaline are discussed.